
WORKSHOP TITLE: ‘Evaluating the Impact of R2P - 10 years on: An idea whose time 
has come and gone?’ 
 

Workshop Overview 

After the human catastrophe in Somalia (1991), the genocide in Rwanda (1994) and the 

ethnic cleansing in Srebrenica (1995) and Kosovo (1999), the international community was 

forced to acknowledge and react to situations where the human rights of citizens were grossly 

and systematically violated.1 The ‘shock’ for the international conscience was that in each 

case the State was committing atrocities against its own population. The situations 

illuminated a gap in the ability of international law to actually protect individuals and 

communities. It is with this background that the International Commission on Intervention 

and State Sovereignty 2001 (ICISS) produced its report on the Responsibility to Protect.2 

Despite what looked like an implied agreement by states to promote sovereignty as 

responsibility and RtoP, many argued that humanitarian intervention was a contradiction to 

the UN Charter, as it usurps traditional state sovereignty and territorial integrity. Nevertheless 

consensus was reached in the now infamous ‘Outcome Document 2005’, which has been 

followed by a number of Secretary- General Reports on RtoP.3 

 

This workshop is of particular contemporary importance because 2015 marks the ten-year 

anniversary of the United Nations’ adoption of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine with its 

endorsement by the General Assembly in the 2005 World Outcome Document. The 

responsibility to protect was heralded as an important paradigm shifting conceptual 

framework for challenging the international community’s perceptions and responses to mass 

atrocities and genocide.  

																																																													
1 ‘Interview with Jennifer Welsh, UN Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect (20th Commemoration of 
the Rwanda Genocide)’ (Published on 16 April 2014)  
<www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/adviser/responsibility.shtml> accessed 27 September 2015. 
2 Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, ‘The Responsibility to Protect’ 
(International Development Research Centre, Canada) (ICISS 2001) 31. 
3 UNGA, ‘2005 World Summit Outcome’ (15 September 2005) A/60/L.1 para 138 (Outcome Document); 
Report of the Secretary General ‘Follow-up to the Outcome of the Millennium Summit: Implementing the 
Responsibility to Protect’ (12 January 2009) UN Doc A/63/667; Report of the Secretary-General, 
‘Responsibility to Protect: State Responsibility and Protection’ (9 July 2013) UN Doc A/67/929-S/2013/399 
para 6; Report of the Secretary General, ‘Early Warning, Assessment and the Responsibility to Protect’ (14 July 
2010) UN Doc A/64/864; Report of the Secretary General, ‘The Role of Regional and Sub-Regional 
Arrangements in Implementing the Responsibility to Protect’ (27 June 2011) UN Doc A/65/877-S/2011/393 



 

This workshop is needed because whilst a decade has now gone by since RtoP was adopted at 

the World Summit 2005, no consensus on its implementation has ever been reached. As we 

look across the world today mass atrocities and genocide continue to be a feature of states’ 

and the international system’s continuing failure of responsibility to provide necessary 

protection to its citizens. As early as 2008 in his writing about the responsibility to protect 

idea, Gareth Evans posed the rather pessimistic question whether responsibility to protect was 

‘an idea whose time has come… and gone?’4 Here we are in 2015 with a ten year history of 

mass atrocities, genocide and other gross human rights violations and the responsibility to 

protect doctrine has apparently affected little - a no more chilling contemporary example 

being the ongoing crisis and atrocities in Syria. Now marks an apposite time to revisit Evan’s 

question and critically evaluate the role of the responsibility to protect doctrine, past, present 

and in particular its future. 

 

This workshop is an exciting opportunity to bring together eminent scholars in the field and 

academics currently undertaking research into the implementation of RtoP. Professor James 

Pattison, Dr Aiden Hehir and Dr Justin Morris have agreed to be key speakers and are 

reputed for their contributions to the academic debate on RtoP, in particular, on its 

implementation.  

 

At present, the international response to large-scale intra-state crises does not appear to have 

been impacted upon by RtoP. This workshop will bring together academics concerned by this 

gap between theory, law and practice. It will do so with a view to identifying current trends 

and research gaps, and anticipating opportunities for further networking and collaboration on 

these issues. The idea is to bring together experts to present on their views within the 

following themes: the development of RtoP’s normative architecture; the role and 

relationship of humanitarian intervention and responsibility to protect as actions within the 

human security concept; the question of normative salience within states and the prospects 

for compliance. The overarching purpose is to interrogate the question of RtoP’s 

effectiveness as a normative framework for humanitarian protection and how this 

																																																													
4 Gareth Evans, ‘The Responsibility to Protect: An Idea Whose Time Has Come ... and Gone? (23 April 2008) 
Lecture by Gareth Evans, President, International Crisis Group, to David Davies Memorial Institute, University 
of Aberystwyth.	



effectiveness can be measured. Within these themes, interaction between the speakers will be 

encouraged.  

 

The speakers will prepare papers on their own areas of expertise and current research. We 

anticipate that the papers will expose concurrent and diverging views amongst key scholars in 

the field on national and international perspectives on RtoP and its implementation. The 

discussion at the final session will then draw upon each speakers reflections, theories and 

experiences to build a collaborative consensus on the key themes. To this end, we anticipate a 

comprehensive workshop leading to outputs that will be a great contribution to the field 

internationally. Moreover, this workshop will lay the foundation for further collaboration. 

Having already gained the support of eminent scholars and the Lincoln Law School Head of 

School and the Director of Research, we know that this is a worthwhile and valuable 

contribution to academia. The papers written for the workshop and the ideas generated at the 

workshop can be disseminated, developed and published in the Modern Law Review or other 

publications that welcome the outputs. 

 

Confirmed Key Speakers 

 

Dr. Aiden Hehir 

Aidan Hehir is a Reader in International Relations, and Director of the Security and 

International Relations Programme, at the University of Westminster. He has published a 

number of books on humanitarian intervention/R2P including: Humanitarian Intervention: 

An Introduction 2nd Edition (Palgrave 2013); Libya, the Responsibility to Protect and the 

Future of Humanitarian Intervention (with Robert W. Murray, Palgrave 2013); The 

Responsibility to Protect: Rhetoric, Reality and the Future of Humanitarian Intervention 

(Palgrave, 2012); and Humanitarian Intervention After Kosovo (Palgrave, 2008). 

 

Professor James Pattison 

James Pattison is Professor of Politics at the University of Manchester. His first monograph, 

Humanitarian Intervention and the Responsibility to Protect: Who Should Intervene? was 

published by Oxford University Press in 2010. This book was awarded a 'Notable Book 

Award' in 2011 by the International Studies Association (International Ethics Section) and 

has recently been published in paperback, with a new preface on the intervention in Libya. 



His Ph.D. on humanitarian intervention was awarded the Sir Ernest Barker Prize for Best 

Dissertation in Political Theory by the Political Studies Association. More recently, he has 

completed on a four-volume ‘Major Work’ on Humanitarian Intervention (published in 2014) 

for Sage in their Library of International Relations series. He is currently a co-investigator on 

an ESRC Seminar Series on the R2P and the Rising Powers. 

 

Dr. Justin Morris 

Justin Morris is a Senior Lecturer in International Politics at the University of Hull. He joined 

the Department of Politics and International Studies in 1993.  He served as Deputy Dean 

(Learning and Teaching) from 2004-7 and as Head of Department from 2007-10 and 2011-

13. From 1997 until 2003 he was Secretary of the British International Studies Association. 

His primary research interests include IR theory (particularly the English School), 

international organisations (particularly the United Nations Security Council), humanitarian 

intervention and the role of international law in international politics. He is co-author (with 

the late Professor Hilaire McCoubrey) of Regional Peacekeeping in the Post-Cold War Era 

and with Dr Richard Burchill and Prof. Nigel White is co-editor of International Conflict and 

Security Law: Essays in Memory of Hilaire McCoubrey. He is currently working on a book 

on Security Council reform, and also on articles examining the idea of great power 

responsibility and the role of the great powers within the UNSC and on the UK's claim to 

continuing permanent membership of the Council. 

 

Further Speakers 

 

Dr. Ali Bohm 

Alexandra Bohm is a Teaching Associate at the University of Sheffield. A non-practising 

solicitor, Alexandra completed her PhD at the University of Sheffield in 2014, going on to 

teach at the University of Birmingham's Law School and returning to the University of 

Sheffield's Law School in 2015.  Dr Bohm's research focuses primarily on the Responsibility 

to Protect, with wider interests in international peace and security law in theory and in 

practice. Her work on RtoP takes a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating international 

relations theory and political philosophy and linking RtoP and international peace and 

security law to these fields.  Alexandra's PhD research undertook a critique of the concepts of 

security and justice within RtoP, and within the broader liberal philosophy upon which RtoP 



rests.  The research argues that the RtoP fails to live up to its claimed cosmopolitan concern 

for individuals, because of the way the international community treats these same individuals 

outside the sphere of peace and security.   Alexandra has published on this topic, including an 

assessment of RtoP's relationship with international law and the place of RtoP within 

cosmopolitan just war theory.  Other publications include legal research methodology and the 

regulation of Private Military and Security Contractors. 

Dr. Stuart Wallace 

Dr Stuart Wallace is a post-doctoral research fellow at the University of Nottingham. He 

recently graduated from the University of Nottingham with a PhD in law. His doctoral 

dissertation was on the application of the European Convention on Human Rights to Military 

Operations. He has first hand experience of working at both the European Court of Human 

Rights and the International Criminal Court and has taught European Convention on Human 

Rights Law and European Union Law at the University of Nottingham for a number of years. 

He also serves as Book Review Editor for the Human Rights Law Review. 

 

Dr. Sarah Sargent 

Sarah Sargent is a qualified lawyer in the United States. Licensed to practice law (Licenses 

inactive) Colorado, Maryland, Kansas, USA. Her legal practice concentrated on issues of 

children’s rights. She worked for several non-profit organisations, including work in the 

capacity of Managing Attorney and Director of Legal Services. Her legal practice included 

extensive litigation experience, and filing briefs of amicus curiae with the state appellate 

court on children’s rights issues. She is also one of the founders of the non-profit 

organisation, Kansas Association of Counsel for Children, which is an affiliate of the national 

organisation, National Association of Counsel for Children, and has served as a Board 

member and past President of this organisation. Dr Sargent also served a member of the 

Kansas Judicial Council Juvenile Offender/Child in Need of Care Advisory Committee for 

seven years. This group was responsible for a review and revision of state laws on juvenile 

offenders and children in care. 

 

Dr Sargent has previously taught as an adjunct professor at Washburn University, USA on 

children’s law and and Comparative Law: Method and Theory. She also taught at De 

Montfort University. Her on-going research interests include indigenous rights in 



international law, transnational legal theory, and the intersection of indigenous rights and 

children’s rights in both international and domestic law. 

 

Running Order of Events 

 

The workshop has a simple structure, will take place on 22nd April 2016, and is scheduled so 

as to enable those travelling to Lincoln to be able to do so easily. All participants will prepare 

papers in advance, which will be circulated prior to the event to principal discussants and in 

abstract to wider participants. This will result in the maximisation of opportunities for 

discussion and exchange in relation to the research being presented. The deadline for papers 

will be three weeks prior to the workshop to make it possible to finalise the workshop 

programme.  

 

 

Friday 22 April 2016 

Registration 10.00- 10.15 Registration  

10.15- 10.30 Welcome Talk 

Session 1 10.30- 12.15 

 

Chair: Dr Graham Melling 

Three papers (will be co-ordinated according to focus) and 
each presenter will be prepared to discuss the other papers.  

 

There will be 45 minutes for questions from the audience. 

Lunch 12.15- 1.15 

Session 2 1.15- 3.00 

 

Chair: Dr Christy Shucksmith 

Three papers (will be co-ordinated according to focus) and 
each presenter will be prepared to discuss the other papers.  



 

There will be 45 minutes for questions from the audience. 

Afternoon Break 3.00- 3.30 Break 

 

Session 3  

 

3.30- 5  

 

Chair: Professor Duncan French (Head of School, University 
of Lincoln) 

Closing remarks and final discussion. This session allows for 
reflection on all papers and consideration of outputs and 
future collaboration.  

Drinks Reception 5-6 

 

	


